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WASHINGTON--Rep Kika de la Garza today responded to a report by the
U.S. Department of Agriculture concerning shortages of milk and dairy
products in the National School Lunch Program.
Congressman de la Garza said "The Deputy Secretary of Agriculture,
Jack Parnell, has confirmed that due to reduced surplus production of
dairy goods there will be far less milk and other dairy products to distribute
to school districts for use in lunch programs across the nation."
Rep de la Garza, who is Chairman of the U.S. House of Representatives'
Committee on Agriculture, is working with USDA officials to see about
lessening the impact on the school lunch program.
"We will do what we can to effectively allocate existing supplies
of dairy products so that school districts will have a chance to continue
receiving dairy items under the school lunch program," de la Garza said.
The U.S. Government buys excess dairy farm production and a good
portion is used in the school lunch program. Due to reduced farm output,
there is less milk for the Government to purchase, and hence less milk
for use in the school feeding progam.
The South Texas Congressman remarked "It is a paradox that in attempting
to reduce costs and oversupply, we now find ourselves with this problem."
"But," de la Garza said, "The current insistence about reducing the budget
and the constant media outcry with sensational coverage about the dairy
surpluses prompted the Congress to approve legislation in 1985 which has
had the effect of holding down the surplus production of dairy goods."
De la Garza pledged "Our continuing support of the school lunch program
as a way of ensuring that youngsters receive proper nutrition during their
early school years."
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